The Song of Protection – Verse 1

Ps 91:1-16 He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will abide in the shadow of the Almighty. 2 I will say to the LORD, "My refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust." 3 For he will deliver you from the snare of the fowler and from the deadly pestilence. 4 He will cover you with his pinions, and under his wings you will find refuge; his faithfulness is a shield and buckler. 5 You will not fear the terror of the night, nor the arrow that flies by day, 6 nor the pestilence that stalks in darkness, nor the destruction that wastes at noonday. 7 A thousand may fall at your side, ten thousand at your right hand, but it will not come near you. 8 You will only look with your eyes and see the recompense of the wicked. 9 Because you have made the LORD your dwelling place — the Most High, who is my refuge — 10 no evil shall be allowed to befall you, no plague come near your tent. 11 For he will command his angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways. 12 On their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone. 13 You will tread on the lion and the adder; the young lion and the serpent you will trample underfoot. 14 "Because he holds fast to me in love, I will deliver him; I will protect him, because he knows my name. 15 When he calls to me, I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble; I will rescue him and honor him. 16 With long life I will satisfy him and show him my salvation." ESV

_______________________________________________________________________

The 91st Psalm is my mother’s favorite psalm and she knows it by heart in the King James Version.  Before I was born, back in the late 1960’s my father, mother, and brother who was at that time just a kid, left Bible College and headed to Anchorage, Alaska to help elder Bro. Luna start a church there.  A Bro. Blackshear is now the pastor of the church and it is thriving and is one of the largest churches in the state and district.  A few years ago, when our brother Ed got transferred to Alaska that was where he attended church – It’s funny how things go in circles and cycles in life and the kingdom of God.

When my parents went there fifty years ago, the church was just struggling to get established and survive.  My father took a job on an offshore drilling platform and would be gone for several weeks at a time during certain seasons.  My mother and my brother would be alone in the house during this time and during the winter Alaska has almost twenty-four hours of darkness straight.  One particular week, my mother was asked to house sit for a lady while my father was offshore and so she moved into an unfamiliar house and was dog sitting as well as house sitting.  In the middle of the night the dog went crazy and my mother realized that someone was on the back porch attempting to break in.  Full of terror and fear, she pushed the couch and chairs up against the doors and went looking for a gun.  And it was in that moment of fear, with her and my brother holding a barking dog and cowering in fear behind furniture while a stranger moved about the house on the outside and dug through stuff on the porch and then tried to find a window or a door unlocked that God spoke to her and mentioned this Psalm.  As she began to read these words, the stranger left, the dog stopped barking, a peace enveloped them and this scripture became a beloved passage to my mother.  She has read it to me and expounded on it often in my life, so much so that is has become very familiar to me.  

It is a deep psalm.  Learned scholars have called it, “the most perfect psalm” in scripture.  The Jews referred to it as “The Song of Accidents” meaning that it was full of promises about protection.  We are not really sure who wrote the psalm, but many rabbis believe that it is a Psalm of Moses and it is placed immediately after another psalm in the Psalter that was definitely a product of Moses’ pen.  The Chaldean paraphrase of the Old Testament scriptures – what is known as the Targum – says that this psalm was quoted by David and Solomon as David prepared to hand over the reign of Israel to his son.  Obviously, then it is a key passage of scripture; one with which you should be familiar and one in which you should trust greatly.  It was Peter writing to the Early Church who told us about God:

2 Peter 1:4b he has granted to us his precious and very great promises, ESV 

Truly the contents of the 91st Psalm are very precious and very great promises!  And yet I turn to this chapter knowing that I will not be able to do it justice because it is indeed very great.  The great preacher Charles Spurgeon once said about the 91st psalm, “to try to preach from this text is like trying to carry honey in your hands.”  No matter how hard you try and how careful you are, you will lose something and not be able to convey everything that was there to be conveyed.  Undoubtedly, I will miss something tonight, but I would like to attempt to get enough honey into your mouth to refresh you spiritually, strengthen you for this journey we call life, and hopefully you will leave with a sweet taste in your mouth, having tasted some of God’s greatest promises and provisions for His believers!  

______________________________________________________________________

Let us take this psalm verse-by-verse and section-by-section.  This great treasure of a psalm begins with:

Ps 91:1 He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will abide in the shadow of the Almighty. ESV

This is a great promise and yet we must immediately grasp that it is conditional as all of God’s promises are.  There are various conditions throughout the psalm that I will point out as we go along, but the greatest condition and the most defining condition is that for these things to be true, you must “dwell in the shelter of the Most High.”  It speaks of a secret place, a place that not all people know about and that not all people go.  Most likely the author had the Most Holy Place in the Tabernacle or temple in mind, the place where God dwelt.  But this is figurative language because only one man, the High Priest, could enter into that literal place once a year.  This is speaking about a closeness to God and a way of living life whereby someone chooses to live as close to God as possible.  

Not all Christians “dwell” or live in the shelter of the Most High.  There are some Christians who choose to try to live as distant from God as they can.  They want only the bare minimums that someone will list for them and they want nothing of a labor and life of love and of doing all that they can do.  Some Christians try to live for God on the edge.  If the Tabernacle plan is a metaphor for this, then they want to be known as God’s people and they want to be saved, yet they want to stay by the door of the outer court and never come into near proximity to God’s holiness and service.  And they certainly don’t want to come into the Most Holy Place where God is so close that hidden sin is instantly judged and punished and yet God’s power is the greatest and the most available.  Some people try to live for Jesus Christ as Peter did for those few telling moments on the night of Christ’s arrest:  from a distance and unfortunately to choose to live on the outskirts and to try to make it to heaven by living on the line and with one foot in and one foot out of the church is to choose to sell yourself short from much of what God has for you.

I read recently the story of an old man who had a hard life and who never had much and so in his later years, he worked hard and saved and saved to purchase a fare on a cruise ship that he had heard people talk about so much.  Finally the day came when he had saved enough to purchase enough for the ticket and so he booked the cruise and began to pack for it.  He had heard about how nice the restaurants and such were on the ship and he knew that he could not afford such finery, so he packed a minimum of clothes and bought cases of cheese and cracker packs in order to have something to eat.  On the cruise, he enjoyed the poolside splendor and enjoyed the festive surroundings and he enjoyed the beautiful scenery and the pretty beaches but at meal time when the other passengers were walking into sumptuous buffets or sitting down to five-star dining, he forced himself back to his cabin where he ate cheese and crackers and water.  By the last day, it was so old that he was crushing the cheese and crackers and making a sort of soup to vary the texture.  Finally on the last night, he could stand it no longer and he decided that he would go and splurge for his final meal.  That evening he entered the great restaurant and enjoyed a fabulous steak dinner with all of the trimmings and the waiter noting that he had enjoyed it so much, asked, “would you care, sir, for another steak?”  “Oh, no,” the man replied, “I could never afford to buy two steaks.”  Dumbstruck the waiter stared at the man to see if he was serious and finally said, “but sir, you don’t have to pay for these meals.  When you purchased the fare, the meals were all included.”  Too late, the man had realized that he had retired to his cabin for meals and eaten cheese crackers needlessly.

There are some Christians who are like that old man on the cruise.  God has no second-class citizens.  There are not some blessings that are open to some people that are closed to others.  Every promise of God is sure and is available to all of God’s children.  When you become His child, He opens a treasure chest of great promises to you, but there are some Christians who choose to live far beneath what they could in God and this is not because of how God views them, but because of how they view themselves and God.  They choose to serve God distantly and on the outside.  They choose to serve God half-heartedly.  They shy away from His powerful and sovereign presence in everything that they do and yet they do not realize that in distancing themselves, they are removing themselves from many great promises that they could be experiencing in their life!  “He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High, will abide in the shadow of the Almighty.”  Those who choose to allow God to speak into every area of their life and to deal with every part and who choose to come as close as they possibly can by nature of their spiritual position live and abide under the protective and watching shadow of the Almighty.  If I will let God be Lord of All, then my concerns and my issues become His concerns and His issues.  Must I change some things to follow Him so close?  Absolutely, but the benefits of living as close to God as I can far outweigh any negatives of having to get real with God.  I would rather God change me – even if it be a painful experience – and be able to live close to Him and experience the protective hand of God, rather than say, “I’m going to do things my way and live on the edge” and thus forfeit the great banquets of grace that are available.  These promises are only for those who make up in their mind to get as close to God as possible!  

Ps 91:2 I will say to the LORD, "My refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust." ESV   

Here is the second part of the condition and the two are tied together.  These great promises are given to those who can say of the Lord, “my refuge… my fortress … my God.”  It is to those who will put their full trust in God.  Fully trusting God means that we do not lean to our own understanding and try to figure everything out on our own.  This means that we are willing to wait on the Lord, though His timing may be vastly different than ours.  It means that we are willing to take ownership of God – does that sound funny?  But that’s what the psalmist is doing here.  He is not speaking of a refuge that he has seen others run to, or of a refuge that he has only heard about.  But he says of the Lord, “He is my refuge and my fortress.”  This is not a second-handed relationship, but one of true commitment; one of taking ownership of a Great God and making Him your only hope.  “He is my God.”  What great words there are in that phrase!  You have heard that God can do great things, but have you tried Him for yourself?  You have stated that God can do it, but are you fully trusting in Him at this moment?  You have heard the stories and read the Bible about what God is capable of, but faith becomes a reality when we believe and trust and wait on God for those things in our own life.  Can you say that the God of the Bible, the Lord Jehovah, the God of the Universe who befriended Abraham, helped Moses, and lifted David, that God is “my God?”  It is not enough for Him to be pastor’s God, sister’s God, mother’s God, or so-and-so’s God.  But can you say He is “my God?”  Only when you are endeavoring to live as close to Him as possible can you truly say this and only when you can say this do these promises become available to you.  But what a great promise it is that the God of the Heavens could be called “my God!”  When He is “my God” then He will be “my refuge and my fortress!”  When I trust in Him, then I have the promises of protection available to me in great measures!  

Now we come to the promises themselves and we read:

Ps 91:3 For he will deliver you from the snare of the fowler and from the deadly pestilence. ESV    

Both of these things are things that catch us unaware and that we do not necessarily see coming.  They speak of temptation.  They speak of our battle with our flesh.  They speak of Satan’s attacks against us.  The “snare of the fowler” uses the imagery of someone trying to trap birds to represent dangers that loom in our life that we are unaware of but that are deadly.  The “deadly pestilence” is things that will kill you that slide in under the radar as a virus or deadly disease does.  

God’s promise of protection to those who choose to live close to Him and to make Him their God in whom they full trust is twofold to these types of situations.  First, God keeps us from such things and delivers us by keeping us from becoming entangled in them in the first place.  Those who live led of the Spirit and who choose to live led by God will have times when they fall, but will experience less times of being entrapped by temptation and situations than those who choose to live life on the edge.  Jesus taught us to pray daily, “do not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from evil.”  A person who thinks that they can safely journey through life without God’s help is a fool because no matter how smart you think you are, there will be unknown and unseen dangers that only God knows is coming.  But God is able and willing to deliver you from such things and to keep yourself from becoming entrapped in the first place.

Sometimes we do not listen or grasp the voice of God helping us in such matters and sometimes we are caught.  Verse 15 of this chapter speaks that God will “rescue” us in trouble when we call to Him.  God does His best to keep His children from becoming ensnared in such things, but when they do become ensnared, if they will call on Him, then He will come and rescue them!  What a great set of promises!  There is great benefit to choosing to live so close to God as to be in the shadow of the Almighty!  

Ps 91:4 He will cover you with his pinions, and under his wings you will find refuge; his faithfulness is a shield and buckler. ESV

There is a great progression in this verse that we should grasp.  While we cannot make it in life leaning to our own understanding and relying only on ourselves, yet we must also realize that it is not God’s will for His children to forever remain babes that are weak and unable to cope with life and fend for themselves in able manner.  What a failure of a parent it is who does not want his child to grow up and to become a well-adjusted and mature adult, able to survive and thrive in the world and able to make good decisions and to be productive!  And so note the progression here:

1. He will cover you with his pinions.

“Pinions” are a fancy word for “feathers” and “wings.”  This is to say that as a mother hen wraps her wings around her small chicks and protects them and nurtures them, so does God protect us as we begin our walk with Him by keeping us from things that would destroy us.  When a person is born of the water and of the Spirit, they are “born again” and they begin a growth process.  At first they are “newborn babes” and as such are spiritually helpless and impotent.  Be careful what you feed people who are new to Pentecost because you can destroy them!  God protects them and helps them and will cover them and if they are make it as Christians, they must learn to utterly depend upon Him and not to stray away from Him.  Their trust has to be completely in the God who broods over them and cares for them.

2. Under His wings you will find refuge.

After awhile, though, it is time to learn how to face the world as a maturing saint of God.  There is a time that you must leave the nest of innocence and learn to move from being newborn babes and grow into manhood, so to speak.  You must learn to pray on your own.  You must face the trials of life as all do.  And yet as you face things, know that God’s wings are still available for you when you need a refuge.  When you find yourself seemingly alone, know that you are only alone by choice.  At any time you can run to His arms and under His wings there is still that same refuge that you learned to first trust in.  

Some new believers do good serving God for the first few months and years and then when it comes time that they must actually learn to fight and to be of productive use to the kingdom of God, they fail miserably because they go back to trying to trust fully in their own understanding and they push away God and never come running back to Him for help and for a refuge.  One of the hardest lessons for some Christians to grasp is that as they begin to walk on their own in the Spirit and as they learn to feed themselves and as they learn to fight for truth and to be a part of God’s army, they cannot yet stop trusting in God.  There are times where the only recourse is to turn and run to Him and that is no sign of failure to a child of God!  There are times where you must find refuge and regroup.  And I believe that God puts obstacles and enemies in our way for which the only answer to overcome them is for us to return to God even though we are trying to learn to stand and function as a man or woman of God.  Never forget what brought you.  The wings that were there for you at first are still available for you today!  

Like the eagles who at first leave the eaglets in the nest and bring them everything that they need, yet there then comes the time where they must be pushed out from the nest and learn to fly, so is God with us.  It is a great solace here that God likens the process to birds and the nurturing of fowl.  I thank God that here and throughout scripture, God repeatedly uses the image of a mother hen or the image of a soaring and nurturing eagle to be as His dealings with us.  I thank God that He does not deal with us in the manner of the baby giraffe; thank God that such a metaphor is never found in scripture.  A giraffe begins life by falling straight down on its head from a height of about six feet and then the mother and father begin to kick it repeatedly forcing it to stand up on its spindly legs as soon as possible because they know that it is an easy prey and they have no protection against their adversaries except to run.  Thank God that it is not like that with us!  Maybe that’s who you view all parental functions because that is how you were treated when you were a child to your earthly parents, but realize it is not so with God.  He does not immediately kick us and at first nurtures us with love and softness.  Yet such nestling cannot last for forever, either, and there comes a day where it’s time to leave the nest and you must get beyond your comfort zone and become what your Heavenly Father wants you to be.  

Mother hens will begin to walk away from their brood and will – in a moment when they are not watching – distance herself from the chicks in order to start this process.  She slowly begins to do less of feeding the chicks and lets them start to learn to forage for themselves.  Eaglets finally reach the day where they must leave the comfort of that warm nest.  The parent birds begin to tear up the soft lining of the nest, exposing the sharp edges of the sticks and making it a bit uncomfortable for the birds.  And then it’s time to fly and they learn by the parents guiding them to the edge of the nest and then with a gentle bump, knocking them off the edge.  The horrified eaglet begins to drop and for the first ever extends its puny little wings and tries to flap with all of its might only to find that the father swoops underneath it and catches it on his wings just in time.  The eaglet is returned to the nest, where it has time to get its breath and get its blood pressure down only to be booted out again.  Somewhere in this cycle of falling, flapping, and being caught the eagle learns to trust the parent and begins to develop the strength that will one day enable it to soar above the clouds and to train young of its own.  

So it is with us.  There comes a time where it is time to learn to be the man and woman of God that we were birthed to be.  And so God has to make the nest of our comfort zone that we have always trusted to become a bit rough and then we must learn to fly ourselves.  But know that no matter how terrifying this experience may be and no matter how rough it gets, that the wings of your Father are still there.  You can return to the nest and get your faith back, your bearings, and your mettle up to try again.  And that is no failure – under His wings you find refuge.  It’s okay to use them as a refuge to run back to in times when it’s all too overwhelming!  

3. His faithfulness is a shield and buckler.

The great thing about the protective wings of God is that we never completely truly outgrow them, but God does want to become more to you than just a mother hen, or a place that you only come to in times of trouble.  He wants you to grow up to be a productive child and an able warrior in His army.  He wants you to experience great victory and great triumph.  He wants you to take up the cause of His kingdom and to battle the principalities of this world and to make a difference, and so as you mature, you find that God becomes as “a shield and buckler” to you.

In the Hebrew it is a curious choice of words that the psalmist uses.  The term “buckler” refers to a shield that is full length and that covers the entire body.  The term “shield” here in the Hebrew refers to such a shield and is the word commonly used for “buckler.”  The Hebrew word for “buckler” is a unique word that is apparently being used to refer to a specific type of buckler shield, namely one that covers the warrior from the head to the toes and that sort of surrounds the warrior.  

What the writer of this psalm is telling us is that when we finally do grow up to stand for truth and to make life choices on our own, that God never truly deserts us!  It is sort of strange to us that God would use a bird metaphor in the first phrase, and then a bird metaphor in the second phrase and then suddenly leave the bird stuff altogether and go to one of war using shields and bucklers and such.  The reason is that the bird analogy is great to a point but it is lacking because God’s protection and God’s faithfulness goes far beyond that of a mother hen or a parent eagle.  Eventually the chick will grow up and have to utterly fend for itself and the mother hen will not have any protective role in its life.  Eventually the eaglet will grow up to pair up and produce eaglets of its own and as soon as it can soar, the parent eagle is forever out of its life.  But with God, even when we have matured until we can stand on our own and that we can begin to function as a mature believer, yet God doesn’t leave us!  His faithfulness to us is a shield and buckler to us.  One translation says, “His faithful promises are your armor and protection.”  His Word and His presence become a surrounding force in your life and just as that largest, curved buckler of yesteryear utterly covered and protected the warrior, so long as he was advancing, so does God protect the believer and go with the believer who chooses to live close to Him!  Even after you have matured in Christ, He is ever with you!  Even when you have learned to feed yourself in His Word and to thrive in life because you have mastered what are the base principles of His kingdom, yet if you will choose to live as close to Him as possible, He goes with you and surrounds you with help and protection!  There will come a time when we must learn to be productive for God but even then we do not outgrow His loving hand and protection!  He is ever with us!  Hallelujah!  

Ps 91:5-6 You will not fear the terror of the night, nor the arrow that flies by day, 6 nor the pestilence that stalks in darkness, nor the destruction that wastes at noonday. ESV
When a child of God has entered this place – this place of choosing to live as close to God as possible and not just get by; this place of dwelling day in and day out under the shadow of the Almighty; this place of growing and maturing in God so that we are no longer babes in Christ but can handle spiritual meat and can stand on our own for Him – then there is always a telltale sign of a lessening or even absence of fear in that Christian’s life.  We must always fear God.  We must be level headed and as Christ said, “be wise as serpents and harmless as doves.”  Yet we must admit that the truly mature Christian who is close to the Almighty, who has learned to hear and discern His voice, and who has found Him faithful utterly, yet has little reason to fear circumstances or trials of this life.  The greatest Christians – and I use that term, “great” as God would define it – are marked by such trust that they are fearless in the face of things that normally reduce ordinary men to cowering and fretfulness.  Jesus taught in the Sermon on the Mount that we should not have anxiety over anything in this life because just as God clothes the fields and the flowers, so would He take care of and equip us.  That’s easy to preach and sometimes hard to live, yet I cannot help but be struck by reading the accounts of the early Christian church martyrs who were absolutely and resolutely fearless in the face of death and horrible torture.  There is more than one conversion recorded in early Church history of someone who was a skeptic yet became intrigued and searching because they witnessed the utter lack of fear of death and defeat of Christian martyrs to the point of making such an impression that they said, “there must be something to this!”  

Serving God means not that you will not experience things such as “terror of the night” nor attacks in the day, but it means that you do not have to fear such things, because your trust is in the hand of a God who has complete control and victory over such things.  They can only destroy you if He has decreed that it is your time to go.  They can only hurt you if it is for His glory and His kingdom’s sake and ultimately your further blessing that they do so.  We know this, but are we fully convinced of them?  If we were fully convinced then we would experience much less worry in our lives.  We must remember that we serve a God who “Is working all things together for our good.”  I often quote the late Dr. Livingston, that great medical doctor and missionary to the wilds of Africa, who when asked by someone later in his life how he had the courage to go into the forgotten wilderness somewhere and to walk into a village of people whom were known to be ruthless to outsiders and yet learn their language and treat their diseases and eventually share the Gospel of Christ with them, the missionary replied, “I am immortal until God’s will is done in my life.”  We should not use these scriptures to tempt God as Satan tried to do in the temptation of Christ, but we must realize that as long as we trust in Him and not doing something stupid like jumping off of a cliff, that these words are true.  If God be for us, then who can be against us?  If God is truly protecting us and if we are striving to be as close to Him as possible, then why should we fear the unknown?  

In the scriptures, nighttime always represents dark times of our lives and moments when things are less than ideal.  If we trust in God, the psalmist tells us, we should not be afraid of the “terror by night.”  In dark times as in night times, our imagination often betrays us and we have the ability to worry about what could be out there and what might happen until we terrify ourselves with such thoughts.  The Christian who is endeavoring to live as close to God as possible should comfort themselves and take dominion over their thoughts with this promise.  We must cast down every thought and even imaginations that exalteth itself against Christ.  Spiritual warfare is most often fought between your two ears and not in physical action.  There are some very scary “what ifs” out there, but understand that even if the terror that you imagine in the darkest place is twice the size that you have conjured up in your mind for it to be, yet God is still greater than such a thing!  We who trust in God fully do not have to be afraid of the terror by night! 

Nor do we need to fear “the arrow that flies by day.”  Daytime in scripture represents times of goodness and times where everything seems all right.  The sun is shining and you have no worries and then suddenly out of nowhere an arrow of a bad report or calamity hits.  Such is a common occurrence in living life on this imperfect earth.  All of us have had such times.  You are living your life and suddenly there is an unexpected enemy that is flinging an attack at you.  You have to recover; you have to gather your wits quickly, because you had let your guard down:  after all, this is the daytime!  But God makes us a promise that if we trust in Him and are striving to live as close to Him as possible, even the arrows by day are not be feared.  You don’t have to live your life even on good days constantly worried about what might or could happen.  God is on your side!  Fear not either the arrows of day or the terror of night!  

The pestilence or disease that catches you at a bad time, you don’t have to be afraid because God is a healer and if He chooses not to heal, He is greater than any such thing!  When your noonday brightness is diminished by the threat of a great destruction or threat to your spiritual well being, then you should know that God is still there are you shield and your buckler!  He will not put more upon you than you can bear.  He will not leave you nor forsake you!  To walk as close as possible to Him and to trust fully in Him is to not have to live life in fear of the unknown or the potential of a threat.  It matters not what it looks like or appears to be, if you are trusting fully in God, then know that He will have the final say and He will act on your behalf!  Realizing this should help us be freed from the fears that the everyday human being has to face often.

Ps 91:7-8 A thousand may fall at your side, ten thousand at your right hand, but it will not come near you. 8 You will only look with your eyes and see the recompense of the wicked. ESV       

It is easy to look around and see how the terrors of night and even the unexpected arrows of the daytime have engulfed and overcome and destroyed people around us.  And sometimes we begin to fear such thing because we have seen what has happened to others and it makes us feel vulnerable.  You need to realize that there is a vast difference between how these things affect the wicked and even those who are trying to live for God from a distance and how these same threats affect the righteous that are abiding in the shadow of the Almighty.  It may look bad, but the outcome will be different to those who are trusting fully in Him.  A thousand may fall beside you and there may be ten thousand close to you that are destroyed by such things, but you have a promise from God that “it will not come near you.”  You are only an onlooker to the recompense of the wicked.  In other words, God has only allowed you to see the end of such things as a reminder that living for Him pays in the end!  When you see things that destroyed other people, yet not destroy you, you know that God is with you and for you and you should praise Him greatly!  

Can not we all who are striving to serve God closely look back and see that the very questions, the very darts, the very arrows, the very circumstances that destroyed other people yet we are enduring and we have overcome them and they have served to make us a better Christian and a stronger believer?  The difference was your choice of living as close to God as possible as compared to their trying to serve God distantly.  Don’t let their destruction and utter ruin and calamity cause you to fear such things, but let it rather be a reminder of how God has kept you and how much you need to truly “abide in the shadow of the Almighty.”  Let such things not drive you to fear, but to faith and an even greater trust in the God of whom you can say, “He is my God.”  There is a great difference between the suffering of the righteous and the suffering of the wicked.  Our suffering serves to refine us and cannot destroy us in the end and will have instead served to make us greater and stronger.  The suffering of the wicked it to no purpose and just destroys and disheartens and ultimately causes them to self-destruct.  There is great benefit to living for God as closely as possible because I will only see such utter train wrecks of human lives with my eyes and will not experience firsthand.  The faithful promises of God are my armor and protection!  

